
 

CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

 ACCESSORY USE TABLE (City Code §3.5.5.C.) 

 

PERMITTED REQUIRED YARD 

ENCROACHMENTS  
(City Code §1.5.12.E.) 

1. Accessory structures and buildings up to 12 

feet in height, provided such a structure or 

building shall be behind the front and side 

(street) building line and at least 5 feet from 

and side (interior) or rear lot line 

KEEPING OF CHICKENS  
(City Code §3.5.5.D.14.) 

(a) Applicability  
In addition to RL district lots, keeping of 
chickens shall be a permitted use on other 
single-family residential lots with a 
minimum of 20,000 square feet. The 
keeping of chickens on single-family 
residential lots with a minimum of 10,000 
square feet in the RM and RH districts shall 
be subject to a special use review pursuant 
to §6.7.  

(b) General provisions  
Keeping of up to four chickens on an 
occupied single-family residential lot shall 
be allowed, provided that:  

(1) No person shall keep any rooster.  

(2) The chickens shall be used only for non-
commercial household egg production. 
Selling eggs and slaughtering chickens shall 
be prohibited.  

(3) The chickens shall be provided with a 
clean, covered, well-ventilated enclosure 
that is secure from predators.  

(4) The chickens must be kept in the 
covered enclosure or within a fenced or 
walled area at all times.  

(5) No enclosure shall be located closer than 
25 feet to an occupied, off-site residential 
dwelling.  
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City of Fairfax – Community Development and Planning – Zoning Division 
10455 Armstrong Street #207A Fairfax, VA 22030 

Phone: 703-385-7820 
www.fairfaxva.gov/zoning  
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